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IT’S TIME TO WORSHIP!

The delegates from across the Northeastern 
Jurisdiction have been arriving at the University 
of Maryland in College Park over the last couple 
of days – meetings and other preliminary 
business having begun for them long before 
the official start of the conference, which is 
Wednesday, Nov. 2. 

But on Monday evening, the work halted 
briefly as delegates, bishops, and staff gathered 
to worship together. 

Host Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling 
welcomed everyone attending this 21st 
Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference to “the 
home of Methodism and the seat of justice.”

So much conspired to prevent us from being 
able to meet, the bishop said, but “God is 
faithful.” 

“And now it is our time to come together under 
the theme of One in Ministry to All the World. 
That is our intention as the body of Christ — to 
be one in Holy Conferencing” she said, adding 
that it was her hope that it would be our “witness 
and testimony” and that we would model that 
unity for “all the world.”

Acknowledging that our contexts are different, 
Bishop Easterling came back to the theme, 
saying, “But we are one, beloved, as we embark 
on this sacred time together.” 

Bishop Easterling brought video greetings from 
Episcopal Bishop Mariann Edgar Budde, who 
serves the Diocese that comprises the District of 
Columbia and four Maryland counties.

Episcopal nominees anointed on the eve of candidate interviews
By Beth DiCocco, Director of Communications, New England Annual Conference

(Continued page 3)
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Monday, October 31, 2022 
• 10:00 a.m.  ......................... Registration opens 

 Committee on Episcopacy 
 College of Bishops 

• 4:00 - 5:00 p.m.  ................ Heads of Delegations meet with Tom Salsgiver – Terrapin 2                                                         
• 5:00 - 6:30 p.m.  ................ Dinner  
• 7:00 p.m.  ........................... Worship 
• 7:45 - 9:30 p.m.  ................ Interview groups organize 

 
Tuesday, November 1, 2022 

• 6:30 - 8:00 a.m.  ................. Breakfast 
• 8:30 a.m.  ........................... Interview Groups gather 
• 8:45 - 11:45 a.m.  ............... Episcopal Candidates interviews 
• 11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.  ...... Lunch 
• 1:25 - 5:20 p.m.  ................ Interviews continue 
• 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.  ................ Dinner 
• 7:15 - 9:00 p.m.  ................ Annual Conference Delegations gather 

 
Wednesday, November 2, 2022 

• 6:30 - 8:00 a.m.  ................. Breakfast 
• 8:30 - 10:00 a.m.  ............... Memorial Service and Holy Communion 
• 10:00 - 10:30 a.m.  ............. Break 
• 10:30 - 11:50 a.m.  ............. Opening Plenary 

                                                 Welcome 
                                                 Roll Call 

                                                               Adoption of agenda 
Adoption of Rules of Order and Plan of Organization (business 
of plenary sessions) 
Report: Episcopacy Committee 
Certify retirements 
Certify number of Bishops to be elected 
Ballot 

• 12:00 - 1:30 p.m.  .............. Lunch 
• 1:45 - 2:00 p.m.  ................ Gathering Music 
• 2:00 p.m.  .......................... Plenary 

 Report of Ballot  
Ballot (Ballots will be taken throughout the plenaries until the 
certified number of Bishops are elected) 

 Adoption of Rules 
 Report: Committee on Finance and Administration 

                                                 Presentation of the Proposed Budget 
• 3:00 p.m.  ........................... Recess 
• 3:15 p.m.  ........................... State of the NEJ – Episcopal Address  
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Please email corrections in the Daily Christian 
Advocate to DCA Editor Maidstone Mulenga  
(mmulenga@umc-cob.org).

DCA copy deadline for each day is 5 p.m. Please 
submit the information electronically.
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Agenda: Tuesday, November 1, 2022

• On Page 6 of Monday’s DCA, the Updated 
listings, Delegate 89 should be listed as:
Leight, William (not Williams)

• Kristi Wilkerson, a lay delegate from West 
Virginia, will not be attending this conference.

Corrections
Did you bring your water bottle? No need 
to go thirsty while you’re here at the NEJ 
Conference!

There are water bottle refilling stations near 
the restrooms on the mezzanine level where 
the plenary, meals and meeting rooms are 
located. Thank you for helping reduce plastic 
waste!

Water Refilling Stations
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Saying she has “deep and personal ties to The 
United Methodist Church,” Bishop Budde said, “I 
am persuaded in the broad spectrum of Christian 
witness, yours is a particularly significant 
expression of what it looks like to follow Jesus in 
our time.”

Saying she’s well aware of the United 
Methodist news that makes headlines these days, 
Bishop Budde offered her prayers for “God’s 
wisdom and strength to guide you.” 

“Someday,” she said, “people you do not 
know will thank you for what you’re standing 
for and striving for now. Unity, oneness in 
Christ, has never meant uniformity or even 
complete agreement, but rather that we are part 
of a transcendent mystery that encompasses the 
fullness of humanity …”

History, both what we owe to those who 
come before and what we leave for those who 
come after was also in Bishop Easterling’s 
thoughts as she reminded us that the place in 
which we are gathered first belonged to others 
– specifically the Piscataway People, and shared 
a this from the University of Maryland’s Land 
Acknowledgement:

“Every community owes its existence and 
strength to the generations before them, around 
the world, who contributed their hopes, dreams, 
and energy into making the history that led to 
this moment.”

“We are creating a legacy in everything that we 
do over these next few days,” Bishop Easterling 
said. “History will recount what we have 
purposed to do together. Let our legacy be one 
that honors all mighty God.”

The scripture reading for the evening worship 
was from Philippians 2:1-11, which reads in part:

“Therefore, if there is any encouragement in 
Christ, any comfort in love, any sharing in 
the Spirit, any sympathy, complete my joy by 

thinking the same way, having the same love, 
being united, and agreeing with each other.
Don’t do anything for selfish purposes, but 
with humility think of others as better than 
yourselves. Instead of each person watching 
out for their own good, watch out for what is 
better for others. Adopt the attitude that was in 
Christ Jesus ... “

The Rev. Kyle Durbin of the Baltimore-
Washington Conference led everyone in a breath 
prayer. “We’re going to pray with our breath, an 
exercise that will help found us in this space for 
the rest of the week, he said.

He asked folks to take a breath in while focused 
on any name “you might use to identify the 
divine” (whatever that name might be – God, the 
Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ, God Almighty, Prince 
of Peace, God of Mercy) and then let the breath 
out focused on their request for this moment – it 
might be “let me make it through this week” or a 
prayer of healing for yourself or another or even 
the conference theme, he said. 

The service concluded with what has been 
a tradition in the NEJ: the anointing of the 
episcopal candidates. This year the candidates 
were anointed by the retired and retiring bishops.

Bishop Peter Weaver, retired, spoke of the time 
a retired steel worker offered to anoint him, 
saying, “I don’t know if he had any credentials 
to anoint me, but I knew this … he believed 
in the power of the holy spirit that turns us 
around searching, searching … wherever we 
are marching in prayer, God comes in anointing 
ways.”

Bishop Weaver read from Psalm 139 and 
invited those gathered to reach out and offer their 
prayers for the candidates as they prepare for 
interviews tomorrow.

Episcopal nominees anointed, continued
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On Friday, during the consecration service of 
the newly elected bishops for the Northeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference, five historical artifacts 
from the combined archival collections of The 
Baltimore-Washington Conference will be used. 
The conference is the result of mergers from more 
than a dozen predecessor conferences, including 
all five main predecessor denominations. 
Baltimore is the Mother City for three of these 
predecessor denominations: the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, the Methodist Protestant 
Church, and the Church of the United Brethren in 
Christ. 

During the service, listen for the clear sound 
of The Cokesbury Bell, which rang in students 
at Cokesbury College (Abingdon, MD), the first 
Methodist College in the world (1787-1795), at 
the second location for Cokesbury College on 
Light Street (Baltimore, MD, 1795-1796), and at 
the Woman’s College of Baltimore City (now, 

Goucher College). It was rescued from the ashes 
of the 1795 fire. It is often used for memorial 
services. 

The new bishops will be consecrated while 
kneeling at the Rev. E. Stanley Jones Kneeler. 
This kneeler was cut from the rail of Memorial 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Baltimore, 
from the place where the famed evangelist first 
received Christ in 1901. As a young man, Rev. 
Jones ran around town with a group of boys 
who liked to cause trouble, and they went to a 
revival service with that intent. Instead, he heard 
the preacher and found himself walking down 
the aisle to give his life to Christ. He traveled 
as a missionary to India and was nominated 
for bishop but turned down the nomination. 
Later, his son-in-law became Bishop James K. 
Mathews. Rev. Jones was also nominated for 
the Nobel Peace Prize and served as a confidant 
to Presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry 
S. Truman. The kneeler is often used for 
ordinations. 

During communion, the bread will rest on 
the Bishop Philip William Otterbein Paten, 
which was used by the founder of the Church 
of the United Brethren in Christ at the First 
German Reformed Church of Harold’s Hill, 
now, Old Otterbein UMC, circa 1774-1813. 
The corresponding chalice is in the General 
Commission on Archives & History collection 
(Drew University) as a donation from Old 
Otterbein UMC. It is used for major celebrations 
and anniversaries today. Courtesy of Old 
Otterbein UMC, Baltimore.

The Communion Flagon and Chalice of the 
Western German Mission, later the Pennsylvania 
Avenue German Methodist Episcopal Church 
(1857) was donated by the Epworth League. 
The Methodist Episcopal Church had various 
language mission churches to reach non-English 
speaking persons in communities in and around 
Baltimore.

Consecration service will be blessed with historical artifacts
By Bonnie McCubbin*
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These artifacts and hundreds of others are 
available for viewing across 33 historical 
sites throughout the Baltimore-Washington 
Conference. To schedule a Pilgrimage Tour of 
any or all of these historic sites, in-person or 
virtually; or to conduct research in our 7000+ 
volume library and archives, contact Rev. Bonnie 
McCubbin, Director of Museums & Pilgrimage/
Conference Archivist, bmccubbin@bwcumc.
org or 410-889-4458. Donations can be made to 
continue this work at https://www.bwcumc.org/
about/history-archives/donations/ or by texting 
HISTORY to 410-220-2402. 

QR Code for donations 
if preferred.

*Rev. Bonnie McCubbin serves co-vocationally 
as the 55th Pastor of Old Otterbein UMC 
(Baltimore, MD) and the Director of Museums 
& Pilgrimages/Conference Archivist for the 
Baltimore-Washington Conference. 

BREAKFAST
• Freshly Squeezed Orange  
Juice, & Apple Juice
• Seasonal Fruit, Berries & 
Bananas
• Seasonal fruit & Cheese Danish
• Cage Free Scrambled Eggs
• Breakfast Potatoes
• Applewood Smoked Bacon
• Freshly Brewed Regular 
and Decaffeinated Coffees & 
Assorted

LUNCH
• Roast Beef & Vermont Cheddar 
on Brioche
• Lettuce Tomato & Onion
• Chicken Cutlet Sandwich with 
Lemon Aioli Arugla & Tomato
• Grilled Vegetable Wrap with 
Humus in Wheat Tortilla
• Individual Bags Potato Chips
• Chocolate Chip Cookies
• Soft Drinks & Water

DINNER
• Artisinal Rolls & Whipped 
Butter
• Panzanella Salad
• Rustic Farm Bread, Roma 
Tomatoes, Radicchio, Arugula 
and Frissee Lettuce with a  
Cucumber, Kalamata Olives, Red 
Wine Vinaigrette
• Chicken, Lemon Thyme Jus
• Ziti w/ Roasted Peppers, Olive 
Oil
• Basil
• Lemon Zested Asparagus
• Golden Fudge Cake

Tuesday Menu
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Photos by Deborah Coble, Director of Communciations, West Virginia Annual Conference
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Four bishops, three spouses to be honored during memorial service
Maidstone Mulenga, DCA Editor

Four bishops and three spouses of bishops will be among the dozens of people who will be 
celebrated during the Memorial Service to mark the opening of the 2022 Northeastern Jurisdictional 
Conference on Wednesday, November 2.
The bishops to be honored as Bishop Joseph H. Yeakel, who died July 4, 2021; Bishop F. Herbert 

Skeete, who died February 11, 2021; Bishop C. Dale White, who died March 29, 2019; and Bishop 
Felton Edwin May, who died February 27, 2017; 

Bishop Yeakel was elected to the episcopacy in 1972. 
He administered the New York West Area, 1972-84, 
and the Washington (DC) Area 1984-1996. He retired 
on August 31, 1996. From 1972-1980 and 1988-1996 he 
served on the General Board of Church and Society, 
and as President 1976-1980 and 1992-1996. In 1980-
88 he served on the General Council on Finance and 
Administration, and as its President 1984-88. He was 
President-Designate of the Council of Bishops (1991-
92) and President of the Council of Bishops (1992-93)

Bishop Skeete was elected to the episcopacy at the 
1980 Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference and 
assigned to the Philadelphia Area for eight years. In 
1988, he was assigned to the Boston Area for eight 
years. He retired in 1996. He served as interim pastor 
of St. Mark’s UMC in Harlem, NYC (1997-1998) and 
continues to serve as Pastor Emeritus at Salem UMC 
in NYC. In 2002, Herb was reactivated by the Council 
to serve as Interim Bishop in Zimbabwe for a year.

Bishop Joseph H. Yeakel

Bishop F. Herbert Skeete
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Bishop White was elected a bishop by the 
Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference, and he was 
assigned to the New Jersey Area. In 1984 he was 
assigned to the New York Area. Bishop White retired 
September 1, 1992, at which time he undertook 
responsibilities as Consultant to the General Board of 
Global Ministries, World Division, coordinating the 
Africa Advocacy Project. For two years he directed 
the Urban Gardening Demonstration Project at the 
Scarritt-Bennett Center in Nashville. For four years he 
was pastor of St. Paul’s UMC in Newport, RI.

Bishop May was elected to the episcopacy in 1984, 
he was assigned to the Harrisburg Episcopal Area 
where he served until 1996. In 1996, he was assigned 
to the Washington Episcopal Area. After retirement 
in September 2004, he accepted the position of Dean 
of the Harry R. Kendall Science and Health Mission 
Center at Philander Smith College, Little Rock, 
Arkansas. In 1990, he served as Bishop-on-Special 
Assignment to organize and coordinate the United 
Methodist Bishops’ Initiative on Drug and Alcohol 
Abuse and Violence in Washington, D.C. 
Mr. Middleton was married his college sweetheart, 
Jane Stewart Allen Middleton, on October 15, 1961, a 
marriage which lasted over 60 years.

The spouses to be honored are Jack Dale Middleton, who died December 22, 2021; Rev. Sherrie 
Dobbs Johnson, who died March 27, 2020; and Gwendolyn “Gwen” Ruth White, died on March 27, 
2017. 
Rev. Dobbs Johnson, wife of retired Bishop Alfred Johnson, served at all levels of The United 

Methodist Church including as a district superintendent.
Mrs. White and Bishop Dale White were married on August 25, 1946. She played a leading role 

in church music programs, playing the organ, singing, and directing choirs. In 2015, she received 
a Lifetime of Discipleship Award from the Preachers’ Aid Society of New England in honor of her 
many decades of service to the UMC.
A full listing of all who will be honored is available on the website. 

Bishop C. Dale White

Bishop Felton Edwin May

Honored Spouses
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Interview number and location: Monday evening and Tuesday
Group 1: Terrapin 1

Group 2: Terrapin 2

Group 3: Terrapin 3

Group 4: Charles Carrol

Group 5: Francis Scott Key

Group 6: Wayne County

Group 7: Jim Hensen

Group 8: Top of the 7s

Group 9: Salon E

Delegation Gatherings
Tuesday evening (7:15-9:00 p.m.) ; Wednesday evening (9:30 p.m.)
Baltimore Washington: Terrapin 1

Eastern PA: Terrapin 2

New England: Terrapin 3

Greater New Jersey: Charles Carrol

New York: Francis Scott Key

Peninsula Delaware: Lobby Bar 
Seating Area

Susquehanna: Jim Hensen

Upper New York: Top of the 7s

Western PA: Wayne Curry

West Virginia: Prefunction A

–

 

7’S

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Interview Schedule of Episcopal Candidates- NEJC 2022
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RESOLUTION # 6 1 
 2 
RESOLUTION TO 2022 SESSION OF NORTHEAST JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE 3 
 4 
Resolution in Support of a U.S. Regional Conference  5 
 6 
Submitted by: Ian Carlos Urriola, delegate Upper New York Annual Conference 7 
 8 
WHEREAS, the seven Central Conferences and five U.S. Jurisdictions of The United Methodist Church 9 
engage in mission together in 136 countries; and  10 
 11 
WHEREAS, the connectional ties between the church in the United States and the Central Conferences 12 
are significant and vital to the continued mission and ministry of the worldwide United Methodist Church; 13 
and 14 
 15 
WHEREAS, the existing structure of The United Methodist Church at the general church level has 16 
historically impeded each region from effectively tailoring its ministry to its specific contexts; and  17 
 18 
WHEREAS, the existing structure of The United Methodist Church at the general church level diminishes 19 
our ability to be a vital and effective church and needs to be re-envisioned to achieve more fair and 20 
equitable church governance; and 21 
 22 
WHEREAS, the creation of a U.S. Regional Conference and the conversion of the Central Conferences to 23 
Regional Conferences, as outlined in the Christmas Covenant, developed by Central Conference leaders 24 
in Africa and the Philippines, would establish structural parity throughout the worldwide church; and  25 
 26 
WHEREAS, the creation of a U.S. Regional Conference, as outlined in legislation put forward by the 27 
Connectional Table will establish the governance necessary to allow each region to design ministry for its 28 
particular contexts, and thus more effectively make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 29 
world; and  30 
 31 
WHEREAS, the Northeastern Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church continues to work toward 32 
inclusion and justice for all God’s people; and  33 
 34 
WHEREAS, the Northeastern Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church aspires to vital, thriving, 35 
multicultural, and diverse ministries that are open to all people and can be a beacon of hope for the 36 
worldwide United Methodist Church;    37 
 38 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Northeastern Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church 39 
supports the expressed intents of the Christmas Covenant and Connectional Table legislation, including 40 
the creation of Regional Conferences in Africa, Europe, the Philippines, and the U.S., respectively; and  41 
 42 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Northeastern Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church 43 
recognizes and supports the leadership of our Central Conferences in the creation and furtherance of the 44 
Christmas Covenant as well the Connectional Table’s future visioning on behalf of our worldwide 45 
fellowship; and  46 
 47 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Northeastern Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church urges 48 
every Annual Conference within its boundaries to support both the Christmas Covenant and Connectional 49 
Table proposals to establish a fair and equitable general church structure; and 50 
 51 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Northeastern Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church urges 52 
the Council of Bishops to expedite the process of voting on the constitutional amendments necessary to 53 
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enact the regional conferences legislation, calling special sessions of annual conferences where 54 
necessary; and 55 
 56 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Jurisdiction Conference Secretary shall electronically copies of 57 
this resolution to all delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences, including alternates, from the 58 
Northeastern Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church one month prior to the convening of the next 59 
regular and/or special session of the General Conference and to the Commission on the General 60 
Conference.  61 
 62 
Submitted by: 63 
 64 
Ian Carlos Urriola 65 
Lay Delegate, Upper New York Annual Conference 66 
140 Surrey Club Ln 67 
Stephens City, VA 22655 68 
i.urriola@yahoo.com 69 
 70 
Additional Information: 71 
Information on the Christmas Covenant: https://www.christmascovenant.com/pagecc  72 
Connectional Table U.S. Regional Conference Overview: https://tinyurl.com/USRegionalConference 73 

Daily Christian Advocate
The Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference 
of The United Methodist Church

Resolutions 1-5 can be found in the Monday edition of the Daily Christian Advocate. 


